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A Farm Full of Flowers

At Tarmation Flower Farm, a father and daughter
grow bountiful blossoms in the tricky climate of Mew Hampshire'sWhite Mountains
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Tam, siand among dahllas and
gomphrena axtheir Mew Hampshire
flower farm. Vanessa holds large Cafe
Au Lait dahlizs, while Repgie has
smaller Cornel dahlias.
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GARDEN

he flower farm Heggie Tarr and
his daughter, Vanessa Tarr, oper-
ate in Sugar Hill, New Hammp-
shire, started out as & hobby. Reg -
gie, whohas worked in landscape
design for more than 30 years,
boughtf acres of farmland in 1997 snd began plant~
ing vegetahles and peremmials in his spare time. It
wasn't until threeyears ago, with Vanessa’s encour-
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agement, that they created a business together
solely growing and selling flowers and arrangements.
And so Tarrnation Flower Farm — a play on their
last name and the fact that “it"s sortof our own little
nationup here,” says Vanessa — was born.
Vanessa, who joined her dad’s landseape crew
asa teenager and has worked on farms around the
world, traveled in 2018 to Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington, where she spent several mont hs working at

NEW ENGLAND'S FINEST
Flower forms are sprouling up
thrmughout New England,

with thes affering avariely of
servives, inolueding flower C5A4x,
weddingand evenl devign, and
whesleenle Bagrimg.

MASSACHUSETTS
3 Fivefiork Farms

Upron, MA,

Infoi@fiveforkfarms.com;

fiveforkforms.com.

Swow Greenhouses

Suow, MA,

97 8-5368-1189;

STOWGreenhousEs.com.

Bhmersweet Gardens
Kingston, MA,
G17-610-4917;
bsgflorals.com.

RHODE ISLAND
b Limhe State Flower Co.
* Pomsmourh, RL
401-424-1331;

Idesurreflowerco.com.
Robin Hollow Farm
Saunderstown, RI,
401-268-7070;
robinhollowfarm. com.

VERMONT
r Seivchdown Farm
Bathel VT,

B02-392-8061;
farmrun.com/stchdown.

MAINE
Calico Floriculre
and Deslgn
Warren, ME,

207-832-12B4;
calicofl orfculrure. com.

- CONNECTICUT
Bumeman Gardens
Southpart, CT,

203-257-4397;
bumemnurgardens.com.

STAKES ARE USED 10 comal a row of
Intrigue dahllas. The suppon
prevents them from falling over
from thelr own welght or being
blown away during a storm. The red
bamn In the background Is home o
the farm stand and design studio.



THE FIRST FLOOR ofthe field bam

rae) holds farm equipment, while
adrylng lofi upstalrs is where
flowers for holiday wreaths are
hung. The sign on the bam, painted
15 years ago, ks from Reggle's
landscape business. Vanessa

A BOVEANDABIVE RIGHT) harvests
zinnlas, Including 2 Zinnla Benary
Mix variety. for an armangement.

Floret under the tutelage of Erin Benzakein, a self-
taught flower grower who kick-started the farmer-
florist movement popular today. “It has gained so
much momentum in the last couple years,” says
Benzakein, who focuses on trialing flower variet-
ies and sharing her knowledge withbeginner farm-
ers who want to both grow flowers and design with
them. “There are so many people wanting to have
a more authentic lifestyle connected with nature,

and flowers are the most profitable things to grow
Per acre.”

Before Floret, Vanesss had been familiar only
withthe traditional floral design practice of import-
ing flowers, so “growing your own and using your
own is something | never even realized.” She still
visits Floret to help during workshops or with big-
ger projects, such as dividing d shlia tubers in the
winter, saying what she has learned there “gave me
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Custom pergolas engineerad for life in the highest grade of westem
red cadar, beyond the ordinary, naturally.

fre)lis

888.285 4624 STRUCTURES

E Templston, MA
Installation services available
throwghout Mew England.

Reslizing your concepis for outdoor struchsres through
creafive design and excellant crafi=manship for 20 years.

GARDEN

RECCIE ANDVANESSA carry dahlias through the
snapdragon patch, which inchudes a varlery
called Chantilly Snapdragon

that last push that Ineeded to know [ could
do it myself.”

Back home, she combined her knowl-
edge of creat ing a high-production flower
farm with her father’s expertise in north-
ernMNew Hampshire's climate. Becausethe
farm is in Zone 3 on the US Department of
Agriculture’s plant-hardiness map, Van-
essa says their harvests are usually “two to
three ar three to six weeks behind the rest
of the country. We have totrial a lot to see
what works, but were figuring it out.”

The last week of May is Tarrnation’s
anmalsoft opening, whenthe father-and-
danghter team offers limited early spring
blooms, such as lilaes, tulips, narcissus,
andlily of the valley.

By theend of June, the season for their
biggest crop — peonies — has begun. “Peo-
plelove peonies.” says Vanessa, “so that’s
a pretty popular way to kick off the sea-
son.” Five days a week, their 150-year-old
barn acts as afarm stand where people can
buy single cut flowers or ready-to-go bou-
quets. They also can collect their flower
share from Tarrnation’s CSA (community-
supported agriculture) program, order
arrangements, consult onweddings, or just
explore the besutiful flower-filled grounds.

By mid- July, sweet peas, cosmos, zin-
nias, and snapdragons are blossoming,
while dahlias, their second biggest crop,
come in August,



“There are definitely
downsides,” says
Vanessa about growing
so far north, listing a
short summer season
and subzero winter
temperatures, “but
you have to find the
upsides in growing in
a hard climate.”

“There are definitely downsides.”
says Vanessa shout growing so far north,
listing & short summer sesson and sub-
zero winter temperatures, “but you have
to find the upsides in growing in & hard di-
mate.” Finding what works and celebrat -
ing the varieties that dowel bring her and
her father the satisfaction needed to keep
poing. “The peonies do really well,” she
says. “ We have 2,000 snapdragons infour
different varieties, and they do ineredi-
ble here. The zinnias towardthe end ofthe
summer really love it because we get some
cooler nights.”

The first frost usually hits before the
end of September, but Vanessa and Regpie
plan to have a new 25-by-4 0-foot green-
house up and runming by then, which they
hope will extend their dahlia season by
amonth and allow them to see blooms a
month earlier in the spring. “The green-
house is definitely a huge door opening
for us this coming season.” says Vanessa.
“We’ll be able to grow things we typically
can’t grow outside, like encalyptus, lisi-
anthus, and some new specialty varieties
that are in demand in our market.” They
also planto plant thousands of tulip bulbs.

“If anyone can grow flowers in & cold
climate,” says Benzakein, “Vanessa’s the
one.” Thatdrive, combined with her desire
to continue herdad’s legaey on this plot of
land, motivates Vanessa every day. “You
see & lot of love and devotion when you
come tothe farm,” she says. &

) Tarmarion Flower Farm 96 Streeter
POrldltDad,Sugal HIE, NH, 603-348-2223;
wmnadonflowerfarm.com. Open June o
mid-Ocrober and Thanksghving o Christmas,
Tuesday-Sawrday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and by
appointment.

Custom Furniture @ Home Furnishings e Interior Design

]
15 Monument Street Concord, MA
(978)-369-2000
Tues-Sat 10am -5pm
www.thecottage.com

POOLS BY e
“ANDREWS
Mew England's trusted name in swimming pooks since 1958
Free comnsultation « B00.I727%48 » wwwipoolbyand ress.com

GUNITE POOLS = SPAS « PATIOS = FENCING - RENOVATIONS
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