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Flower Power
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What is the goal of
your farm-garden,
Floret Farms?

: We're trying to show

gardeners what's really
available with a little

bit of digging A local
nursery or garden center
plcks the standards. We
try to introduce vareties
that are obscure or hid
den or ones that people
just don't know about.

Mame ome

Take datfodls, You're
used to the beyg hideous
vellow monsters that
can be found anywhere,
But when you dig
deeper into daffodis,
ar narcissus, there are
well over 3 hundred
beautiful, fragrant, ruf.
Hled, double, soft-colar
varleties that are total
treasures.

What are some of the
bast flowers to plant In

spring?

: Things that can handle

same cold. They're called
hearty annuals. Things
like honewwort, Larkspur,

lovve-mva-mest,
Keland poppees,
even sweel peas.
20 5tart there,
followed by zinnias,
COSITHYS, Detasia—
thirgs that Love the
heat of summer,

Sa, when should | start
planting?

The biggest piece, no
matter where yau live, is
bo kenow your Last spring
frost date. (You can find
those dates in The Old
Farmer's Almanoc at
almanac com.) We take
the last frost date and
then wark back four

o six vk s, and then
that s when you start
vour seeds indoors

Q): I'm a total amateur.

A

What do | plant Hrst?
You want to plant egual
amounts of flowers

and folage To rmake

a beautful bouquet,
you don't just need the
blooms, you need beau-
tiful leaves and testural
ingredeents, Alsq, you
want to extend the har-

Q

A

= 2L

vest, 50 choose hearty
armuals, then heat dovers
and then things that weill
continue inta the late
autumn as the days cool

When should | cut my
flowers?

You wank to go through
your cutting garden every
week and take out the
flowers that are in there
so they don't go to seed
Ag soan a5 they stat

to make seedpods, £
tells the plant, It's teme
to make a seed, let's

shut down” In a cutting
garchen, the mone you Cut,
the mare you get

Any parting adwice?
Yau're gaing to kil
some plants and that's
OK! Don't beat youwrself
up if things don t work
out. You will get better
and more confident. =
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