FLORISTS BY CAITLIN KING

BLOOM TO BOUQUET

Discover bountiful big-day blooms lovingly tended from seed to centerpiece by
Seattle’s burgeoning crop of * farmer florists’

IN THE NORTHWEST, brides have been
coveting locally-sourced blooms in
wedding arrangements for years; now
comes the latest member of the locavore
movement—the “farmer florist.” Today,
this growing group of florists inspires a
personal connection with couples
looking for one-of-a-kind arrangements
by sourcing local and seasonal flowers
from their own farms.

FLORET FLOWER FARM
Virtually all lowers used in Erin
Benzakein's Floret Flower Farm designs
are grown on a 2-acre family farm in
Skagit Valley, just a few feet from the
floral design studio. The bouquers rend o
be lush, organic and abundant, with a
fresh-from-the garden vibe created by
heirloom and uncommon Aower varieties;
picture bouquers and centerpieces flowing
with sweet peas, fragrant foliage,
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geraniums and old-
fashioned garden roses
Arrangements created at
the award-winning farm
and floral design studio are
so beauriful, they landed
Martha Stewart’s
American Made award for
floral and event design last
year. “Our clients love the
fact that their flowers were
grown so close o home,
with such care and without
a huge environmental
footprint,” says Benzakein.
“From the very start, we
have grown all our flowers
organically. Protecting our
environment has always
been important to us as

a family.”

The details: Bridal bouguets
start at $175; bridesmaid
bouguets start at $95; boutonnieres start at
$15; lush garden centerpieces start at $75;
will deliver to venue.

TRIPLE WREN FARMS

With a floral aesthetic thar is decidedly
inspired by cottage gardens, Triple Wren
Farms creates arrangements in a natural,
organic style thar is fairly wild yer still
composed. Locared in the heart of a
beautiful U-pick apple orchard just outside
of Bellingham, the 22-acre salmon-safe
and American Grown—certified flower
farm grows more than 100 varieties of
bountiful blooms: expect unique elements
such as seed pods, trailing amaranth, rich
chocolate cosmos, and cherry rudbeckia.
Enroll in its "Buy-the-Bunch™ program to
reserve DIY blooms for your wedding date
(subject to availability), ideal for brides
who want to have a hand in the Aower
arranging. DIY flowers are harvested the

week of your wedding for pickup prior to
your event. To make sure everything goes
seamlessly, book an afternoon to practice
the skill at the farm with co-owner Sarah
Pabody prior to the big day.

The details: Buy-the-Bunch orders start at a
3350 minimum, which covers the bride’s
bouguet, 3—4 bridesmaids bouguets, 3—4
boutonnieres or corsages, plus a few extra
arrangements for the ceremony or reception.
The farm also offers custom-designed
arrangements and delivery services.

BOTANIQUE

Floral designer Kelly Sullivan of
Botanique specializes in lush, rextural
and seasonally inspired arrangements with
lots of movement. Blooms not grown in
the Seattle-based floral design studio’s
800-square-foot cutting garden in South
Seartle are sourced from the Seattle
Wholesale Growers Market and local
farmers. “What we grow is dictated
exclusively by what we love and whar we

can't get elsewhere,” says Sullivan. Since
Sullivan operates with limired space,
flowers are grown for specific purposes,
rather than in large quantities of any given




HARMSEN

BGOLD & MINT: JU

RPHOTOGRATHY: MAR

55 HUNT

flower type. The captivating arrange-
ments designed by Boranique
incorporate soft, full, multi-petaled
bleoms, such as garden roses, dahlias
and tons of vine foliage.

The details: Pricing varies greatly
depending on size of the wedding;

Jull-service weddings usually start at

$3.500; will deliver to venue.

MARIGOLD AND MINT
With a quaint shop located in Melrose
Market and a floral studio locared
within The London Plane in Pioneer
Square, Marigold and Mint is known
for its loose, romantic aestheric.

Formerly a landscape architect, owner
Katherine Anderson started the organic
2-acre farm situated alongside the
Snoqualmie River in 2008, specializing
in locally pmcured arrangements
guided by color and form. Anderson’s
drsign\\ tend to [ng,nrpur;lle rimeless
blooms such as peonies, ranunculus,
and sublimely scented specialty dahlias,
as well as unusual elements, such as
berries plucked before ripening.

The details: Arrangements average 550,
but can vary /fe'!rlnm"iug on the pricing r!f
the total order; will deliver ro venue.
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Draw ing inspiration from nature,
such as the shape of a branch or the
way a flower is bobbing in the breeze,
Country Bouquets Floral owner

Your Full-Service Wedding
& Event Venue
on Whidbey Island

Kelli Walker can transform a venue e L

|
with seasonal and fresh Aowers that
« Ten acres of natural beauty

look as though they were just picked on Miller Lake

from her Sk;\gi( \"a”:_\' g:;r(ic'n. Walker

has lived in her home for nearly * A state-of-the-art licensed,

20 years, and her gardens are well- commercial kitchen
established. Bouquets typically are
loose in style, hand-tied with ribbon
streamers and often are composed of
snowbells, species lilies, love-in-a-mist
and sweet-pea vines. For added texture,
Walker uses fragrant herbs, growing
sage, mint, oregano and basil just for
this purpose.

= A charming 6,200 square-foot
heated indoor hall

* Two chefs creating
culinary delights of your choice

* Sweeping manicured grounds
and organic kitchen gardens

The details: Fees start ar 31,000 for
smaller weddings and average around
52, 'jﬂﬂﬁar la rger celebrations;: will
deliver to venue. #

BOTANIGUE
Seward Park AND MINT
206.406.7876 Capirol Hill
botaniqueflowers.com 206.682.3111
Pionecer Square

MARIGOLD

COUNTRY 206.624.1374
BOUQUETS FLORAL myrigoldandmint.
Mount Vernon com

360.391.5342
cowng rylwuqucu» TRIPLE WREN
FARMS

Ferndale '
FLORET FLOWER 360.296.5056
FARM triplewrenfarms.
Mount Vernon covid
floretflowers.com

floral.com




